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ACTION HA- 06 

BUENOS 

08799 

182153Z 




INFO OCT- 00 
XO-15 

ADS- 00 
NSC-05 

INR-10 

ARA-16 

SS-10 
NSAE - 0 0 

/ A » n a. _ 

OIC-02 
PM - 09 

CIAE-00 
SAL- 01 

DODE-OO 
I CAE -00 


SP-02 SR- 04 SPRS-02 /082 W 

122160 1823342 /65 


R 182021Z DEC 81 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1911 
INFO USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN 
USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 



BUENOS AIRES 8799 


2INCSO FOR INTAFF, CINCLANT FOR POLAD 


2.0. 12065: GDS 12/18/87 (FRIEDMAN, T.B.) OR-P 
rAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: PEN: THE NUMBERS GAME 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P, GrafeJd, Director 

Release ( ) Excise ( )Deny 
Exemption(s): 


Dedassify:( ) In Part "to Full 

() Classify as _ ( JEjoendas_ ( ) Downgrades 

' Declassify on Reason 


Date 


REF : BUENOS AIRES 8724 


1. ^£- ENTIRE TEXT 

2 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, A LEADER OF ONE OF THE 
vlOST RELIABLE LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS STATED 
THAT THE NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN JAIL FOR OTHER THAN CRIMI- 
NAL CHARGES IS CONSIDERABLY HIGHER THAN THOSE GIVEN REFTEL . 
IN PARTICULAR, HE SAID, ACCORDING TO HIS ORGANIZATION THE 
NUMBER OF PRISONERS UNDER PEN ALONE IS PROBABLY OVER 600. 
IIS OWN ORGANIZATION, HE SAID, IS PRESENTLY HANDLING THE 
CASES OF ABOUT 350 PRISONERS WHO ARE BEING HELD UNDER PEN 
\LONE . 


3. COMMENT: THE FIGURES GIVEN REFTEL WERE VERIFIED TO US 
3Y THE RED CROSS, WHICH MAKE THEM HIGHLY CREDIBLE. 
rHE RED CROSS VISITS ALL "POLITICAL" PRISONERS IN 
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ARGENTINA AND SHOULD KNOW V7HAT IS TALKING ABOUT. 

DN THE OTHER HAND, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE HUMAN 
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RIGHTS ORGANIZATION IS INTENTIONALLY MISLEADING US. 
WHAT MAY BE AT PLAY HERE IS DEFINITIONAL PROBLEM- - 
WHO IS A "PEN ONLY" PRISONER. IN ANY CASE, WE HAVE 
ASKED OUR SOURCE TO GIVE US A DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF 
PRISONERS, AS HIS ORGANIZATION UNDERSTANDS THEM. WITH 
THAT IN HAND, WE SHALL CROSSCHECK WITH THE SOURCES OF 
REFTEL, A PROCESS WE EXPECT TO COMPLETE WELL IN ADVANCE 
OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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